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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 18912 5.8 1.8 10 57.9 99.9
2 18868 5.4 1.7 10 54.4 99.7
3 18751 5.5 1.7 10 54.9 99
4 18863 16.3 5.1 30 54.5 99.7
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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SECTION A: 30 marks

Read carefully the passage below. Then answer all the questions which follow.

This passage is about Justo Ansotegui. He is a young man of eighteen who has inherited his 
family farm near the town of Guernica in Spain.

Justo Ansotegui’s reputation rose uphill to the village of Lumo. There Maria Onati heard that he 
was a defender of causes and a wit, although some suggested he was too eager to create his 
own mythology. Most often she’d heard that he was the one to watch during the strength events 
on feast days. One friend claimed that he had carried an ox into town across his shoulder and 
celebrated the feat by throwing the beast across the river.
“Yes,” said Justo when asked about the story. “But it was only a small ox and downhill most of 
the way into town. And the wind was with me when I threw it.”
Maria came to dance at one of the festivals with her sisters. She also decided to watch the 
men’s competitions, which she usually avoided.
Justo, the largest man standing beside a log at the start of the wood-chopping event, joked with 
the crowd as he removed his boots and grey socks. Going barefoot seemed foolhardy to Maria 
for one who would be flailing an axe so near his feet.
“After all these years of competitions I still have nine toes,” he said, proudly wiggling the four 
remaining toes on one of his bare feet. “But this is my only pair of boots and I can’t afford to 
damage them.”
He bent at the waist and tore into the pine log between his feet. The log split beneath him well 
before any others in the competition. Justo was seated, nine toes intact, and replacing his boots 
before the runner-up broke through his log.
In the wine-drinking event, Justo was less impressive but in the ‘farmer’s walk’ contest he was 
unmatched. This event tested strength and endurance as the competitors carried 50 kg weights 
in each hand along a measured course until they dropped. For most competitors the collapse 
followed a familiar pattern. On the second lap, the knees began to bend dramatically. On the 
third, the shoulders pulled the spine into a dangerous curve and finally gravity yanked the 
weights and the man to the turf.
Maria stood near the starting point when Justo was called. He grasped the weights, his face 
straining as if he’d never get them off the ground. It was false drama for the benefit of the 
audience because he easily hoisted them and marched without a struggle, his back rigid. Past 
the marks where others had fallen in exhaustion, Justo nodded to the little ones who would 
praise him to future generations.
“Doesn’t it hurt?” a young boy asked.
“Of course, how do you think my arms got so long?” Justo answered and at that moment he 
straightened his arms against his sides, a move that caused the sleeves of his shirt to ride up, 
making his arms appear to grow in length.
The boy gasped.
It so happened that just as Justo completed his walk, Maria discovered the need to visit friends 
near the finishing line. And who could have imagined that just as Justo walked past, a friend 
would say something so amusing that Maria unleashed her most feminine laugh which caused 
Justo to turn in her direction? And because it was so amusing, it was natural that she would be 
smiling her broadest smile when he looked her way.
Justo glanced at her and walked on.
This must be the most arrogant man in Guernica, she thought.
Behind the scenes, Maria quickly arranged to present the prize, a lamb, to the winner.
“Congratulations,” she said to Justo. She handed him the lamb and moved in for the ceremonial 
kiss on his cheek.
“Thank you,” Justo said and announced to the crowd, “I am going to fill the valley with my flock 
from winning these events.”
Justo waved and accepted congratulations as he walked through the crowd and Maria skirted 
the gathering so that he would have to pass her again.
“Would you like to dance?” she asked.
Justo stopped. He looked at himself in his dirty overalls. He looked back at her.
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“Did somebody tell you to do this?” Justo asked.
“No, I just thought you might like to dance, if you’re not too worn out from all the chopping and 
lifting.” But they didn’t dance. They sat and talked. Her sisters watched them, and on the walk 
home, they unanimously voted against her seeing this boy.
She agreed he was not the most handsome man. He was frighteningly powerful and, despite 
his boasting in front of the crowd, he had been without confidence when they were alone.
“He’s homely,” a sister said.
“He has character,” Maria argued.
“He’s ugly,” a less generous sister offered.
“He has his own farm,” Maria’s mother commented from behind the group of girls and Maria 
looked thoughtful.
Maria was almost twenty, the eldest in a family of six girls. Her father had injured both legs in 
a fall at the farm, leaving him fixed to his wooden chair. Maria returned home in silence as her 
sisters debated Justo’s many inadequacies.
Others interested in Maria presented flowers or sweets when they arrived at her home. Justo 
arrived empty-handed but wearing his work clothes. He gave her mother a vigorous handshake, 
patted the father on his shoulder and asked a question that instantly won over Mrs Onati and 
the sisters.
“What can I do to help?”
“To help?” the mother asked.
“Help. Heavy lifting, woodcutting, repairs … whatever is hardest for you ladies.”
Maria’s mother sat down and wrote out a list. Justo nodded.
“Come on, Maria, put your work clothes on and we’ll be done before dinner.”
After an afternoon of work, they sat together for a relaxed meal with everyone feeling as if Justo 
was already part of the family. The sisters, who would not now have to repair the roof, agreed 
that Justo was more appealing than they first thought. Not handsome, to be sure, but a good 
catch. And looks? Well, they’re not everything.
A month later at the next fair, Maria stood in the front row as Justo went through his preparation 
for the ‘farmer’s walk’. He set off along the path and then he took a sharp left turn and walked 
directly towards Maria. He held both weights in his massive left hand and with his right hand 
retrieved a gold ring from his trouser pocket.
“Will you marry me?” he asked the stunned Maria.
“Yes, of course.” They kissed. He readjusted the weights and went back to the competition.
As Justo walked, a man overseeing the event walked beside him.
“Justo, you went off the path, you’re disqualified,” the judge said.
Justo continued past the mark of the winner, just to show he could have done it anyway, and 
rejoined his future bride, apologising for not adding another lamb to their flock.

From ‘Guernica’ by Dave Boling
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Read lines 1-34.

A1. What do you learn about Justo in these lines?
Write about:

• facts and details about him;
• the kind of person he is. [10]





Sticky Note
Very thin response. Uneven. Limited coverage. Some inferences but mostly supported wanders outside lines.3 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Some selection of appropriate material some valid inference / limited uneven but just 5-75 Marks





Sticky Note
Some appropriate selection. Valid inferences (not always well supported). Limited in range/ depth. Slightly uneven.5 Marks





Sticky Note
Some "spots" but mostly inference with evidence good range. Misses the "showman".8 Marks





Sticky Note
A good selection / quite thorough detail and inference (though not always) some insight / assurance misses his poverty and banter with children. Very good answer.9 Marks.





Sticky Note
Detail and inference. Good range, insight and misses very little.10 Marks. 
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SECTION A: 30 marks

Read carefully the passage below. Then answer all the questions which follow.

This passage is about Justo Ansotegui. He is a young man of eighteen who has inherited his 
family farm near the town of Guernica in Spain.

Justo Ansotegui’s reputation rose uphill to the village of Lumo. There Maria Onati heard that he 
was a defender of causes and a wit, although some suggested he was too eager to create his 
own mythology. Most often she’d heard that he was the one to watch during the strength events 
on feast days. One friend claimed that he had carried an ox into town across his shoulder and 
celebrated the feat by throwing the beast across the river.
“Yes,” said Justo when asked about the story. “But it was only a small ox and downhill most of 
the way into town. And the wind was with me when I threw it.”
Maria came to dance at one of the festivals with her sisters. She also decided to watch the 
men’s competitions, which she usually avoided.
Justo, the largest man standing beside a log at the start of the wood-chopping event, joked with 
the crowd as he removed his boots and grey socks. Going barefoot seemed foolhardy to Maria 
for one who would be flailing an axe so near his feet.
“After all these years of competitions I still have nine toes,” he said, proudly wiggling the four 
remaining toes on one of his bare feet. “But this is my only pair of boots and I can’t afford to 
damage them.”
He bent at the waist and tore into the pine log between his feet. The log split beneath him well 
before any others in the competition. Justo was seated, nine toes intact, and replacing his boots 
before the runner-up broke through his log.
In the wine-drinking event, Justo was less impressive but in the ‘farmer’s walk’ contest he was 
unmatched. This event tested strength and endurance as the competitors carried 50 kg weights 
in each hand along a measured course until they dropped. For most competitors the collapse 
followed a familiar pattern. On the second lap, the knees began to bend dramatically. On the 
third, the shoulders pulled the spine into a dangerous curve and finally gravity yanked the 
weights and the man to the turf.
Maria stood near the starting point when Justo was called. He grasped the weights, his face 
straining as if he’d never get them off the ground. It was false drama for the benefit of the 
audience because he easily hoisted them and marched without a struggle, his back rigid. Past 
the marks where others had fallen in exhaustion, Justo nodded to the little ones who would 
praise him to future generations.
“Doesn’t it hurt?” a young boy asked.
“Of course, how do you think my arms got so long?” Justo answered and at that moment he 
straightened his arms against his sides, a move that caused the sleeves of his shirt to ride up, 
making his arms appear to grow in length.
The boy gasped.
It so happened that just as Justo completed his walk, Maria discovered the need to visit friends 
near the finishing line. And who could have imagined that just as Justo walked past, a friend 
would say something so amusing that Maria unleashed her most feminine laugh which caused 
Justo to turn in her direction? And because it was so amusing, it was natural that she would be 
smiling her broadest smile when he looked her way.
Justo glanced at her and walked on.
This must be the most arrogant man in Guernica, she thought.
Behind the scenes, Maria quickly arranged to present the prize, a lamb, to the winner.
“Congratulations,” she said to Justo. She handed him the lamb and moved in for the ceremonial 
kiss on his cheek.
“Thank you,” Justo said and announced to the crowd, “I am going to fill the valley with my flock 
from winning these events.”
Justo waved and accepted congratulations as he walked through the crowd and Maria skirted 
the gathering so that he would have to pass her again.
“Would you like to dance?” she asked.
Justo stopped. He looked at himself in his dirty overalls. He looked back at her.
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“Did somebody tell you to do this?” Justo asked.
“No, I just thought you might like to dance, if you’re not too worn out from all the chopping and 
lifting.” But they didn’t dance. They sat and talked. Her sisters watched them, and on the walk 
home, they unanimously voted against her seeing this boy.
She agreed he was not the most handsome man. He was frighteningly powerful and, despite 
his boasting in front of the crowd, he had been without confidence when they were alone.
“He’s homely,” a sister said.
“He has character,” Maria argued.
“He’s ugly,” a less generous sister offered.
“He has his own farm,” Maria’s mother commented from behind the group of girls and Maria 
looked thoughtful.
Maria was almost twenty, the eldest in a family of six girls. Her father had injured both legs in 
a fall at the farm, leaving him fixed to his wooden chair. Maria returned home in silence as her 
sisters debated Justo’s many inadequacies.
Others interested in Maria presented flowers or sweets when they arrived at her home. Justo 
arrived empty-handed but wearing his work clothes. He gave her mother a vigorous handshake, 
patted the father on his shoulder and asked a question that instantly won over Mrs Onati and 
the sisters.
“What can I do to help?”
“To help?” the mother asked.
“Help. Heavy lifting, woodcutting, repairs … whatever is hardest for you ladies.”
Maria’s mother sat down and wrote out a list. Justo nodded.
“Come on, Maria, put your work clothes on and we’ll be done before dinner.”
After an afternoon of work, they sat together for a relaxed meal with everyone feeling as if Justo 
was already part of the family. The sisters, who would not now have to repair the roof, agreed 
that Justo was more appealing than they first thought. Not handsome, to be sure, but a good 
catch. And looks? Well, they’re not everything.
A month later at the next fair, Maria stood in the front row as Justo went through his preparation 
for the ‘farmer’s walk’. He set off along the path and then he took a sharp left turn and walked 
directly towards Maria. He held both weights in his massive left hand and with his right hand 
retrieved a gold ring from his trouser pocket.
“Will you marry me?” he asked the stunned Maria.
“Yes, of course.” They kissed. He readjusted the weights and went back to the competition.
As Justo walked, a man overseeing the event walked beside him.
“Justo, you went off the path, you’re disqualified,” the judge said.
Justo continued past the mark of the winner, just to show he could have done it anyway, and 
rejoined his future bride, apologising for not adding another lamb to their flock.

From ‘Guernica’ by Dave Boling
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Read lines 35-64.

A2. What does Maria think and feel about Justo in these lines? How does the writer show her 
thoughts and feelings? [10]





Sticky Note
A few surface details. Focus on question slips. Simple comments (not always clear). Limited development. Tries "how" at one point but not clear. 3 Marks.





Sticky Note
Some valid comments but uneasy sequence, quite a lot is missing here. No attempt to address "how".5 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Some valid thoughts / feelings (not closely tracked). Uses text (uneven), not really got writer's method. Some gaps (farm?).5 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Selects appropriate material / mostly good on thoughts and feelings. Some insight. Tries to explore "how" but mixed success, use of text not always elegant. 8 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Appropriate selection, uneven but mostly good on thoughts and feelings. Tracks the text. Tries to explore language / authorial method (mixed success).8 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Detailed, methodical and perceptive. Does not miss much (the farm?). Addresses authorial method (sees ironic tone). A brilliant response. 10 Marks. 
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SECTION A: 30 marks

Read carefully the passage below. Then answer all the questions which follow.

This passage is about Justo Ansotegui. He is a young man of eighteen who has inherited his 
family farm near the town of Guernica in Spain.

Justo Ansotegui’s reputation rose uphill to the village of Lumo. There Maria Onati heard that he 
was a defender of causes and a wit, although some suggested he was too eager to create his 
own mythology. Most often she’d heard that he was the one to watch during the strength events 
on feast days. One friend claimed that he had carried an ox into town across his shoulder and 
celebrated the feat by throwing the beast across the river.
“Yes,” said Justo when asked about the story. “But it was only a small ox and downhill most of 
the way into town. And the wind was with me when I threw it.”
Maria came to dance at one of the festivals with her sisters. She also decided to watch the 
men’s competitions, which she usually avoided.
Justo, the largest man standing beside a log at the start of the wood-chopping event, joked with 
the crowd as he removed his boots and grey socks. Going barefoot seemed foolhardy to Maria 
for one who would be flailing an axe so near his feet.
“After all these years of competitions I still have nine toes,” he said, proudly wiggling the four 
remaining toes on one of his bare feet. “But this is my only pair of boots and I can’t afford to 
damage them.”
He bent at the waist and tore into the pine log between his feet. The log split beneath him well 
before any others in the competition. Justo was seated, nine toes intact, and replacing his boots 
before the runner-up broke through his log.
In the wine-drinking event, Justo was less impressive but in the ‘farmer’s walk’ contest he was 
unmatched. This event tested strength and endurance as the competitors carried 50 kg weights 
in each hand along a measured course until they dropped. For most competitors the collapse 
followed a familiar pattern. On the second lap, the knees began to bend dramatically. On the 
third, the shoulders pulled the spine into a dangerous curve and finally gravity yanked the 
weights and the man to the turf.
Maria stood near the starting point when Justo was called. He grasped the weights, his face 
straining as if he’d never get them off the ground. It was false drama for the benefit of the 
audience because he easily hoisted them and marched without a struggle, his back rigid. Past 
the marks where others had fallen in exhaustion, Justo nodded to the little ones who would 
praise him to future generations.
“Doesn’t it hurt?” a young boy asked.
“Of course, how do you think my arms got so long?” Justo answered and at that moment he 
straightened his arms against his sides, a move that caused the sleeves of his shirt to ride up, 
making his arms appear to grow in length.
The boy gasped.
It so happened that just as Justo completed his walk, Maria discovered the need to visit friends 
near the finishing line. And who could have imagined that just as Justo walked past, a friend 
would say something so amusing that Maria unleashed her most feminine laugh which caused 
Justo to turn in her direction? And because it was so amusing, it was natural that she would be 
smiling her broadest smile when he looked her way.
Justo glanced at her and walked on.
This must be the most arrogant man in Guernica, she thought.
Behind the scenes, Maria quickly arranged to present the prize, a lamb, to the winner.
“Congratulations,” she said to Justo. She handed him the lamb and moved in for the ceremonial 
kiss on his cheek.
“Thank you,” Justo said and announced to the crowd, “I am going to fill the valley with my flock 
from winning these events.”
Justo waved and accepted congratulations as he walked through the crowd and Maria skirted 
the gathering so that he would have to pass her again.
“Would you like to dance?” she asked.
Justo stopped. He looked at himself in his dirty overalls. He looked back at her.
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“Did somebody tell you to do this?” Justo asked.
“No, I just thought you might like to dance, if you’re not too worn out from all the chopping and 
lifting.” But they didn’t dance. They sat and talked. Her sisters watched them, and on the walk 
home, they unanimously voted against her seeing this boy.
She agreed he was not the most handsome man. He was frighteningly powerful and, despite 
his boasting in front of the crowd, he had been without confidence when they were alone.
“He’s homely,” a sister said.
“He has character,” Maria argued.
“He’s ugly,” a less generous sister offered.
“He has his own farm,” Maria’s mother commented from behind the group of girls and Maria 
looked thoughtful.
Maria was almost twenty, the eldest in a family of six girls. Her father had injured both legs in 
a fall at the farm, leaving him fixed to his wooden chair. Maria returned home in silence as her 
sisters debated Justo’s many inadequacies.
Others interested in Maria presented flowers or sweets when they arrived at her home. Justo 
arrived empty-handed but wearing his work clothes. He gave her mother a vigorous handshake, 
patted the father on his shoulder and asked a question that instantly won over Mrs Onati and 
the sisters.
“What can I do to help?”
“To help?” the mother asked.
“Help. Heavy lifting, woodcutting, repairs … whatever is hardest for you ladies.”
Maria’s mother sat down and wrote out a list. Justo nodded.
“Come on, Maria, put your work clothes on and we’ll be done before dinner.”
After an afternoon of work, they sat together for a relaxed meal with everyone feeling as if Justo 
was already part of the family. The sisters, who would not now have to repair the roof, agreed 
that Justo was more appealing than they first thought. Not handsome, to be sure, but a good 
catch. And looks? Well, they’re not everything.
A month later at the next fair, Maria stood in the front row as Justo went through his preparation 
for the ‘farmer’s walk’. He set off along the path and then he took a sharp left turn and walked 
directly towards Maria. He held both weights in his massive left hand and with his right hand 
retrieved a gold ring from his trouser pocket.
“Will you marry me?” he asked the stunned Maria.
“Yes, of course.” They kissed. He readjusted the weights and went back to the competition.
As Justo walked, a man overseeing the event walked beside him.
“Justo, you went off the path, you’re disqualified,” the judge said.
Justo continued past the mark of the winner, just to show he could have done it anyway, and 
rejoined his future bride, apologising for not adding another lamb to their flock.

From ‘Guernica’ by Dave Boling
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Read lines 65-87.

A3. What happens in these lines? How do you react to what happens? [10]





Sticky Note
Limited outline of story. Simple personal response. Not detailed or well-supported. 4 Marks.





Sticky Note
Simple outline of events but clear limited personal response. 5 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Some uneasy moments but a basic understanding of the story. Some personal response. 5 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Clear understanding of the narrative. Personal response is valid and well-considered. Reacts to the characters.8 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Detailed, clear understanding of text. Use of quotation not always elegant, thoughtful personal response. Clearly engaged with the characters. 9 Marks.





Sticky Note
Detailed / clear understanding of the narrative. Personal response is thoughtful and well-considered. 10 Marks. 
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SECTION B: 30 marks

In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.

Half of the marks are awarded for content and organisation; half of the marks are awarded for 
sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.

You should aim to write about 500-600 words.

Choose one of the following titles for your writing. [30]

 Either, (a) Write a story which ends: … sometimes you have to be careful what you wish 
for.

 Or, (b) A New Beginning.

 Or, (c) Write about an occasion when you had to visit relatives.

 Or, (d) Write a story which begins: I wish I had never agreed to this but it was too late to 
go back now.

 Or, (e) A Memorable Journey.

The space below can be used to plan your work.





Sticky Note
The narrative voice is convincingly sustained. Organised and sequenced. Intriguing, although there are unanswered questions. Mostly clear and controlled. Some errors9 +  8 = 17 Marks









Sticky Note
The narrative seems rather an uncomfortable fit to the title but an effort is made to force it!. On Its own terms it has shape and detail. Holds the readers interest. Some good vocabulary. Clear and fluent with a sprinkling of technical errors. Generally in control. 10 + 10 = 20 Marks





Sticky Note
Coherent / has pace and detail. Good vocabulary used appropriately. Fluent and generally well-controlled. A few spelling mistakes. 13 + 12 = 25 Marks 





Sticky Note
Ambitious and sophisticated. Clever structure. Fluent expression. Tense shift?14 + 14 = 28 Marks
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Section A (30 marks) 
 


Read lines 1-34. 
 


A1. What do you learn about Justo in these lines?  
 


Write about: 


 facts and details about him; 


 the kind of person he is.           [10] 
 


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit. 
 


Give 1 mark to those who make unsupported assertions or simple comments with occasional 
reference to the text, or copy unselectively. These answers will struggle to engage with the 
text and/or question.  


 


Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who make simple comments based on surface 
features of the text. These answers may tend to be thin/unselective in their choice of textual 
material or limited in inference. 


 


Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who select appropriate detail from the text to 
show understanding of the character. These answers should show cohesion and be making 
valid inferences. 


 


Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who explore appropriate detail from the text 
with depth and insight. These answers should be thorough as well as perceptive, covering a 
range of points accurately and with an assured grasp of character. Inferences should be 
thoughtful and assured.  


 


Some points showing evidence of understanding and selecting: 


 his ‘reputation’ has spread to other villages 


 people say he is ‘a defender of causes’ (he can stick up for himself, or others) 


 he is also ‘a wit’ 


 perhaps ‘too eager’ to create his own ‘mythology’ 


 he is ‘one to watch’ in the strength events 


 he is clearly very strong (whether or not the ox story is true) 


 he jokes about the ‘ox story’ 


 he is the largest man in the competition 


 he goes barefoot in the wood chopping because he only has one pair of boots 


 he has lost a toe 


 he can’t afford new boots 


 he is much better than anyone else at the wood-chopping 


 he is less impressive at wine drinking 


 he is formidably strong in the ‘farmer’s walk’ 


 he plays out a ‘false drama’ for the crowd 


 he acknowledges his admirers 


 he jokes with the children 
 


Overview: 


 well known 


 he is immensely strong 


 he has a sense of humour/a practical joker 


 humble / modest (false?) 


 he is perhaps rather proud of himself/likes to be the centre of attention 


 a bit of a ‘show-off’ 


 he is not wealthy 


 fearless 


 relates well to people 
 


This is not a checklist of indicative content and the question must be marked in levels of 
response. Look for and reward valid alternatives. 
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Read lines 35-64. 
 
A2.  What does Maria think and feel about Justo in these lines? How does the writer 


show her thoughts and feelings?  [10] 
 


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit. 
 


Give 1 mark to those who make simple comments with occasional reference to the text, 
or copy unselectively. These answers will struggle to engage with the text and/or the 
question. 


 
Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who make simple comments based on 
surface features of the text, and/or show limited development. These answers may be 
thin or tending to be unselective in their choice of textual material, or use 
unsupported/inappropriate spotting of devices. Better answers will make at least some 
attempt to address the issue of ‘how’. 


 
Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who make valid comments based on an 
appropriate selection of textual material. These answers will probably rely on spotting 
factual content. Better answers may show some awareness of the issue of ‘how’, even if 
they do rely on some narrative or spotting of key quotations. 


 
Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who select and explore appropriate 
material from the text, showing insight into the author’s method and use of language. 
These answers should have clarity and coherence and should show insight. 


 
Some points candidates may explore: 


 she is interested in/attracted to him 


 she ‘engineers’ several situations to meet him/she uses her ‘feminine tricks’ to 
attract his attention 


 she ‘discovers’ a need to visit friends near the finishing line 


 she unleashes her most feminine laughter just as he walks past 


 she smiles her broadest smile just as he looks her way 


 when he almost ignores her, she thinks Justo is ‘the most arrogant man in 
Guernica’ 


 she feels even more determined to attract his attention 


 she works behind the scenes to present the prize to him 


 she ‘moves in’ for a ceremonial kiss 


 she deliberately skirts the crowd so that he will have to pass her again 


 she asks him to dance (she takes the initiative) 


 she agrees he is not handsome 


 she thinks he is ‘frighteningly powerful’ 


 she thinks he is boastful but ‘without confidence’ with girls 


 she is still interested in him 


 she defends him against the criticisms of her sisters (he has character) 


 she is thoughtful when her mother observes that Justo has his own farm 


 the writer points out that she has incentives to marry (she is the eldest of six girls/her 
father is ‘fixed to his wooden chair’ by an injury)  


 she is silent as her sisters discuss Justo’s many ‘inadequacies’ 


 the writer uses Maria’s actions 


 and her thoughts and dialogue  


 there is interaction with Justo 


 but also with her sisters and mother 


 ironic, knowing tone (it so happened/who could have imagined) 


 language choices (moved in/unleashed) 
 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look for 
and reward valid alternatives. 
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Read lines 65-87. 
 
A3.  What happens in these lines? How do you react to what happens?            [10] 
 


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit. 
 


Give 1 mark to those who make simple comments with occasional reference to the 
text, or copy unselectively.  


 


Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who make simple comments based on 
surface features of the text, and/or just tell the story, with varying degrees of detail 
and accuracy. 


 


Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who select and begin to comment on 
appropriate material from the text. These answers should show clear understanding 
of ‘what happens’ and at least begin to engage with the issue of personal response. 


 


Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who show clear, detailed 
understanding of the text. They should also make a well-considered personal 
response. 


 


What happens? 


 Justo visits Maria’s home 


 he brings no presents but he is wearing his work clothes 


 he greets the parents (perhaps rather comically?) 


 he asks what he can do to help (which instantly wins over Mrs Onati and the sisters) 


 he offers to do work they find hard 


 he is very formal and polite 


 he tells Maria to help (he doesn’t ask her!) 


 they eat a relaxed meal after work and Justo is now part of the family 


 the sisters have changed their mind about him 


 a month later Maria is in the front row at another fair watching Justo 


 he leaves the contest and walks over to Maria 


 he holds both weights in one hand and takes a gold ring from his pocket 


 he asks the ‘stunned’ Maria to marry him 


 she accepts and they kiss 


 he goes back to the contest but is disqualified 


 he shows he could win anyway 


 he apologises to Maria for not winning another lamb. 
 


Personal Response? 


 at first he seems unromantic and awkward 


 his offer to do the hardest work is likely to win approval/respect 


 he takes Maria’s help for granted/tells her what to do 


 the way the sisters change their tune is amusing but also fair enough 


 it is perhaps a surprise when he leaves the ‘farmer’s walk’ to propose 


 he is rather blunt 


 his disqualification is an outrage 


 it is good when he shows that he could have won 


 it is quite charming when he apologises 


 he is a big, rough lad but quite sensitive in his way 
 


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look for 
and reward valid alternatives. 
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Section B (30 marks)  
 
The following descriptors have to be applied using the notion of 'best-fit' and there is no 
intention to create a hierarchy of writing styles or content. The band descriptor that most 
closely describes the quality of the work should be selected:  
 


 where the candidate's work convincingly meets the statement, the highest mark 
should be awarded;  


 where the candidate's work adequately meets the statement, the most appropriate 
mark in the middle range should be awarded;  


 where the candidate's work just meets the statement, the lowest mark should be 
awarded.  


 
Examiners should use the full range of marks available to them and award full marks in any 
band for work that meets that descriptor. The marks on either side of the middle mark(s) for 
'adequately met' should be used where the standard is lower or higher than 'adequate' but 
not the highest or lowest mark in the band.  
 
Marking should be positive, rewarding achievement rather than penalising failure or 
omissions. The awarding of marks must be directly related to the marking criteria.  
The candidates themselves set the level of difficulty in terms of the choice of content, form 
and structure as well as in use of language. Successful execution must be considered in 
relation to ambition; individual interpretations should be judged on their writing merits.  
We cannot be too rigid in our suggestions about the length of answers, but responses which 
are very short will be self-penalising. Be prepared for the unexpected approach.  
 
The total mark for Section B (/30) will be given by awarding two marks:  


 content and organisation (15 marks);  


 sentence structure, punctuation and spelling. (15 marks)  
 
It is presumed that candidates attaining Band 2 and above will have achieved the 
criteria listed in the previous band(s). Fine tuning of the mark within a band will be 
made on the basis of a 'best fit' procedure, weaknesses in some areas being 
compensated for by strengths in others.  
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Choice of narrative writing task – see question paper  [30]  
 
Content and organisation (15 marks)  
 
0 marks: nothing worthy of credit  
 
Band 1   1-3 marks  
 


 basic sense of plot and characterisation  


 simple chronological writing predominates  


 narratives may have a beginning and an ending but content is likely to be undeveloped  


 paragraphs may be used to show obvious divisions and to group ideas into some order 
and sequence  


 limited range of vocabulary is used with little variation of word choice for meaning or 
effect  


 
Band 2   4-7 marks  
 


 some control of plot and characterisation (e.g. perspective is maintained)  


 narrative is beginning to show evidence of some conscious construction (e.g. some 
appropriate use of dialogue; topic sentences are supported by relevant detail)  


 there is an appropriate beginning and an apt conclusion  


 narrative is developed to engage the reader's interest  


 paragraphs are logically ordered and sequenced  


 there is some range of vocabulary, occasionally selected to create effect or to convey 
precise meaning  


 
Band 3   8-11 marks  
 


 overall the writing is controlled and coherent  


 plot and characterisation are convincingly sustained (e.g. dialogue helps to develop 
character)  


 narrative is organised and sequenced purposefully  


 narrative has shape, pace and detail, engaging the reader's interest  


 detailed content is well organised within and between paragraphs  


 paragraphs of varied length are linked by text connectives and progression is clear  


 there is some use of devices to achieve particular effects  


 there is a range of vocabulary selected to create effect or to convey precise meaning 
 
Band 4   12-15 marks  
 


 the writing is developed with originality and imagination  


 plot and characterisation are effectively constructed and sustained  


 material is selected and prioritised to maintain interest  


 narrative is purposefully organised and sequenced and well-paced  


 paragraphs are effectively varied in length and structured to control detail and 
progression  


 cohesion is reinforced by the use of text connectives and other linking devices  


 devices to achieve particular effects are used consciously and effectively  


 a wide range of appropriate, ambitious vocabulary is used to create effect or convey 
precise meaning  
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Sentence structure, punctuation and spelling (15 marks)  
 
0 marks: nothing worthy of credit  
 
Band 1   1-3 marks  
 


 sentences are mostly simple or compound  


 compound sentences are linked or sequenced by conjunctions such as 'and' or 
'so'  


 punctuation (full stops, commas, capital letters to demarcate sentences) is 
attempted where appropriate and with some accuracy  


 the spelling of simple words is usually accurate  


 control of tense and agreement is uneven  
 
 
Band 2   4-7 marks  
 


 sentences are varied and both compound and complex sentences are used  


 there is use of some subordination to achieve clarity and economy  


 some control of a range of punctuation, including the punctuation of direct speech  


 the spelling of simple and polysyllabic words is usually accurate  


 control of tense and agreement is generally secure  
 
 
Band 3   8-11 marks  
 


 a range of grammatical structures is used to vary the length and focus of 
sentences  


 simple, compound and complex sentences are used to achieve particular effects  


 a range of punctuation is used accurately to structure sentences and texts, 
sometimes to create deliberate effects, including parenthetic commas  


 most spelling, including that of irregular words, is usually correct  


 control of tense and agreement is secure  
 
 
Band 4   12-15 marks  
 


 there is appropriate and effective variation of sentence structures  


 there is a sophisticated use of simple, compound and complex sentences to 
achieve particular effects  


 accurate punctuation is used to vary pace, clarify meaning, avoid ambiguity and 
create deliberate effects  


 virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular words, is correct  


 tense changes are used confidently and purposefully 
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Additional task-specific guidance 
 
Good answers may include some of the following features: 
 


 a clear and coherent perspective (first or third person) 


 a logical structure 


 an evident sense of cohesion with material linked effectively 


 a range of appropriate and well-selected details 


 close and well-selected observation of characters, their appearance and behaviour 
and the interaction between them 


 close observation of body language and the emotions of characters 


 skilful use of dialogue to establish atmosphere and a sense of character 


 some development of reflections on what is experienced or observed by the narrator 


 positioning and establishing a relationship with the reader via devices such as asides, 
statements, questions, humour, active or passive voice 


 ability to move from the general to the particular, observing details precisely and 
individually (such as facial expressions or physical objects) 


 expression is clear and controlled (the best answers will show ambition and 
sophistication in expression as well as accuracy) 


 
 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features: 
 


 content is thin and/or brief (lacking substance and convincing development) 


 uncertain sense of perspective 


 less secure sense of structure and uncertain or even random sequencing (for 
example, an uneasy sense of chronology) 


 a tendency for details to be handled in isolation with limited sense of linking or 
cohesion 


 physical details described in a generalised, formulaic manner with little development 


 general rather than specific description of characters and a tendency to use 
unconvincing stereotypes 


 limited range of description (for example, no differentiation between people and 
physical details) 


 limited or inappropriate use of dialogue 


 little reflection or development of what is observed 


 very limited awareness of the reader (for example, little use of devices such as 
asides or questions) 


 a tendency for description to stay at the level of the general and lack close, individual 
detail 


 expression lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward and limited) 


 errors are basic and/or numerous 
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