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Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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SECTION A: 30 marks
Read carefully the passage below. Then answer all the questions which follow.

This passage is about Justo Ansotegui. He is a young man of eighteen who has inherited his
family farm near the town of Guernica in Spain.

Justo Ansotegui’s reputation rose uphill to the village of Lumo. There Maria Onati heard that he
was a defender of causes and a wit, although some suggested he was too eager to create his
own mythology. Most often she’d heard that he was the one to watch during the strength events
on feast days. One friend claimed that he had carried an ox into town across his shoulder and
celebrated the feat by throwing the beast across the river.

“Yes,” said Justo when asked about the story. “But it was only a small ox and downhill most of
the way into town. And the wind was with me when | threw it.”

Maria came to dance at one of the festivals with her sisters. She also decided to watch the
men’s competitions, which she usually avoided.

Justo, the largest man standing beside a log at the start of the wood-chopping event, joked with
the crowd as he removed his boots and grey socks. Going barefoot seemed foolhardy to Maria
for one who would be flailing an axe so near his feet.

“After all these years of competitions | still have nine toes,” he said, proudly wiggling the four
remaining toes on one of his bare feet. “But this is my only pair of boots and | can’t afford to
damage them.”

He bent at the waist and tore into the pine log between his feet. The log split beneath him well
before any others in the competition. Justo was seated, nine toes intact, and replacing his boots
before the runner-up broke through his log.

In the wine-drinking event, Justo was less impressive but in the ‘farmer’s walk’ contest he was
unmatched. This event tested strength and endurance as the competitors carried 50 kg weights
in each hand along a measured course until they dropped. For most competitors the collapse
followed a familiar pattern. On the second lap, the knees began to bend dramatically. On the
third, the shoulders pulled the spine into a dangerous curve and finally gravity yanked the
weights and the man to the turf.

Maria stood near the starting point when Justo was called. He grasped the weights, his face
straining as if he’d never get them off the ground. It was false drama for the benefit of the
audience because he easily hoisted them and marched without a struggle, his back rigid. Past
the marks where others had fallen in exhaustion, Justo nodded to the little ones who would
praise him to future generations.

“Doesn’t it hurt?” a young boy asked.

“Of course, how do you think my arms got so long?” Justo answered and at that moment he
straightened his arms against his sides, a move that caused the sleeves of his shirt to ride up,
making his arms appear to grow in length.

The boy gasped.

It so happened that just as Justo completed his walk, Maria discovered the need to visit friends
near the finishing line. And who could have imagined that just as Justo walked past, a friend
would say something so amusing that Maria unleashed her most feminine laugh which caused
Justo to turn in her direction? And because it was so amusing, it was natural that she would be
smiling her broadest smile when he looked her way.

Justo glanced at her and walked on.

This must be the most arrogant man in Guernica, she thought.

Behind the scenes, Maria quickly arranged to present the prize, a lamb, to the winner.
“Congratulations,” she said to Justo. She handed him the lamb and moved in for the ceremonial
kiss on his cheek.

“Thank you,” Justo said and announced to the crowd, “I am going to fill the valley with my flock
from winning these events.”

Justo waved and accepted congratulations as he walked through the crowd and Maria skirted
the gathering so that he would have to pass her again.

“Would you like to dance?” she asked.

Justo stopped. He looked at himself in his dirty overalls. He looked back at her.
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“Did somebody tell you to do this?” Justo asked.

“No, | just thought you might like to dance, if you're not too worn out from all the chopping and
lifting.” But they didn’t dance. They sat and talked. Her sisters watched them, and on the walk
home, they unanimously voted against her seeing this boy.

She agreed he was not the most handsome man. He was frighteningly powerful and, despite
his boasting in front of the crowd, he had been without confidence when they were alone.
“He’s homely,” a sister said.

“He has character,” Maria argued.

“He’s ugly,” a less generous sister offered.

“He has his own farm,” Maria’s mother commented from behind the group of girls and Maria
looked thoughtful.

Maria was almost twenty, the eldest in a family of six girls. Her father had injured both legs in
a fall at the farm, leaving him fixed to his wooden chair. Maria returned home in silence as her
sisters debated Justo’s many inadequacies.

Others interested in Maria presented flowers or sweets when they arrived at her home. Justo
arrived empty-handed but wearing his work clothes. He gave her mother a vigorous handshake,
patted the father on his shoulder and asked a question that instantly won over Mrs Onati and
the sisters.

“What can | do to help?”

“To help?” the mother asked.

“Help. Heavy lifting, woodcutting, repairs ... whatever is hardest for you ladies.”

Maria’s mother sat down and wrote out a list. Justo nodded.

“Come on, Maria, put your work clothes on and we’ll be done before dinner.”

After an afternoon of work, they sat together for a relaxed meal with everyone feeling as if Justo
was already part of the family. The sisters, who would not now have to repair the roof, agreed
that Justo was more appealing than they first thought. Not handsome, to be sure, but a good
catch. And looks? Well, they’re not everything.

A month later at the next fair, Maria stood in the front row as Justo went through his preparation
for the ‘farmer’s walk’. He set off along the path and then he took a sharp left turn and walked
directly towards Maria. He held both weights in his massive left hand and with his right hand
retrieved a gold ring from his trouser pocket.

“Will you marry me?” he asked the stunned Maria.

“Yes, of course.” They kissed. He readjusted the weights and went back to the competition.

As Justo walked, a man overseeing the event walked beside him.

“‘Justo, you went off the path, you're disqualified,” the judge said.

Justo continued past the mark of the winner, just to show he could have done it anyway, and
rejoined his future bride, apologising for not adding another lamb to their flock.

From ‘Guernica’ by Dave Boling

Read lines 1-34.

A1. What do you learn about Justo in these lines?

Write about:

e facts and details about him;
* the kind of person he is. [10]

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (4941-02)



A1

What we learn about Justo is that he is a very strong character and he could
throw an ox across a river. According to the text, he is not that good looking,
he owns his farm. He is portrayed as a proud man who likes to show off in
front of a crowd. He was very confident in that respect. He is calm under

pressure and he is a showman. He won most events showing his strength is
legendary.
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Sticky Note
Very thin response. Uneven. Limited coverage. Some inferences but mostly supported wanders outside lines.

3 Marks. 


A1

Justo is a very strong man who inherited his family farm. He is a very
reputable man because he attends feasts where the winner wins a lamb.

Justo is poor as he would rather lose a toe than damage his boots —‘this is my
only pair of boots and | can’t afford to damage them’.

Justo doesn’t drink a lot as he was ‘less impressive the wine-drinking contest’.
This implicit message shows that Justo was wise to not drink, so he would
excel in other events.

Justo enjoys showing off. ‘It was false drama for the benefit of the audience’.
This tells us that Justo liked to play to the crowd and have their attention.
Justo is also a humble man. When people were talking about him, he told them
an underexaggerated version of the story. This shows he is humble and
honest.

Justo has nine toes. He was very good at every event except drinking.
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L — evidence?
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reputable man because he attends feasts where the winner wins a lamb.
Justo is p'6—6ra$ he would rather lose a toe than damage his boots —‘this is my
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an underexaggerated version of the story. This shows he is humble and
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Sticky Note
Some selection of appropriate material some valid inference / limited uneven but just 5-7

5 Marks


A1

We learn that Justo has a very good reputation in the village of Lumo. This
suggests he is popular and well-known because of the way he acts.

He is also described as strong because he competes in strength events. ‘Most
often she’d heard he was the one to watch during the strength events on feast
days’.

However, we gather as readers that Justo doesn’t think he is as strong as he
actually is. ‘One friend claimed that he had carried an ox into town across his
shoulder and celebrated the feat by throwing the beast across the river. “Yes”
said Justo when asked about the story, “but it was only a small ox and
downhill most of the way into town. And the wind was with me when | threw
it”.” This suggests that Justo could be a modest person and this is shown in
these lines.

He also seems quite confident in himself too. ‘After all these competitions |
still have nine toes, he said proudly wiggling the four remaining toes on one of
his bare feet’. This implies he is proud and faithful and so believes he can win.
He is also described as ‘unmatched’ in the farmer’s walk which none of the
other contestants were anywhere near as good as Justo. Also little children
look up to him as a role model.
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Sticky Note
Some appropriate selection. Valid inferences (not always well supported). Limited in range/ depth. Slightly uneven.

5 Marks


A1

We learn through Maria that Justo was ‘a defender of causes and a wit’ but
that he was perhaps ‘too eager’ to create his own mythology. We also learn
that he was very strong and ‘the one to watch’ during feast days. A friend of
Maria even claimed that he had the strength to carry ‘an ox into town across
his shoulder.” We learn that Justo was a humble man by making excuses that
it was only a ‘small ox’ and he carried it downhill most of the way.

We learn that Justo was a ‘joker’. While competing in the wood-chopping
contest ‘he joked with the crowd’. We learn that Justo was also rather careless
and, quite frankly, quite stupid as he puts himself in danger while chopping
the wood barefoot. Justo was also a skilled performer as he ‘tore into the pine’
with ease before any other competitor. In addition, we learn that Justo is rather
full of himself. He shows off to the little ones watching him so that they ‘would
praise him to future generations.’
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it was only a ‘small ox’ and he carried it downhill most of the way. in fetences
We learn that Justo was a ‘jo"laar’. While competing in the wood-chopping
contest ‘he joked with the crowd’. We learn that Justo was also rather careless
and, quite frankly, cﬁﬁte stupid as he puts himself in danger while chopping
the wood barefoot. Justo was also a skilled pé/rformer as he ‘tore into the pine’
with ease before any other competitor. In addition, we learn that Justo is rather
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Sticky Note
Some "spots" but mostly inference with evidence good range. Misses the "showman".

8 Marks


A1

In these lines we learn that Justo is a well-known man with a ‘reputation’ that
has spread beyond his village. He is known as ‘a defender of causes’ and we
learn he is ‘a wit’. He may also be slightly big-headed as some say he is ‘too
eager to create his own mythology’. We learn that he is strong as Maria has
been told he is the one to watch in the strength events. He also appears to be
modest as when asked about throwing the ox he makes excuses for his
achievement, saying the ox was small, it was downhill and the wind helped the
throw. We learn he is a large man, in fact ‘the largest’ man in the competition.
He is a crowd pleaser as he jokes with the audience. He takes his boots off to
do a dangerous axe-wielding event which suggests he is daring, although
Maria sees it as ‘foolhardy’. We learn that he isn’t much of a drinker as he was
‘less impressive’ in the wine-drinking contest but he is superior in the event
that tests endurance and strength as he was ‘unmatched’ We learn he is a
show-off as he pretends that he is struggling with the weights but then lifts
them easily.
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Sticky Note
A good selection / quite thorough detail and inference (though not always) some insight / assurance misses his poverty and banter with children. Very good answer.

9 Marks.


A1

In these lines | learn that Justo is a kind man as he is ‘a defender of causes’,
which suggests he has principles and good morals. | also learn that he has
great strength as he apparently ‘carried an ox into town’ and proceeded to
‘throw the beast across the river’. However, he doesn’t brag and instead
admits that ‘it was only a small ox’ which suggests his modest nature. | get the
impression that Justo is a likeable man as he ‘joked with the crowd’ which
conveys his easy-going nature. In these lines we learn that Justo only has nine
toes as he lost one in one of the competitions, though he is extremely proud
that he still has nine toes ‘after all these years of competitions.’

| learn that Justo is a humble but poor young man as he only has one pair of
boots and he ‘can’t afford to damage them.” We learn that Justo is not as fond
of wine as some of the others as he was ‘less impressive’ in the ‘wine-drinking
event.” However, he is ‘unmatched’ in the farmer’s walk contest which
suggests his impressive strength and endurance.

In these lines | get the impression that Justo is a performer and a crowd
pleaser who likes to be the centre of attention as he used ‘false drama for the
benefit of the audience’, pretending to strain with the weights. He also enjoys
teasing as he pretends to the boy that the weights make his arms ‘grow in
length’.
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Sticky Note
Detail and inference. Good range, insight and misses very little.

10 Marks. 
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SECTION A: 30 marks
Read carefully the passage below. Then answer all the questions which follow.

This passage is about Justo Ansotegui. He is a young man of eighteen who has inherited his
family farm near the town of Guernica in Spain.

Justo Ansotegui’s reputation rose uphill to the village of Lumo. There Maria Onati heard that he
was a defender of causes and a wit, although some suggested he was too eager to create his
own mythology. Most often she’d heard that he was the one to watch during the strength events
on feast days. One friend claimed that he had carried an ox into town across his shoulder and
celebrated the feat by throwing the beast across the river.

“Yes,” said Justo when asked about the story. “But it was only a small ox and downhill most of
the way into town. And the wind was with me when | threw it.”

Maria came to dance at one of the festivals with her sisters. She also decided to watch the
men’s competitions, which she usually avoided.

Justo, the largest man standing beside a log at the start of the wood-chopping event, joked with
the crowd as he removed his boots and grey socks. Going barefoot seemed foolhardy to Maria
for one who would be flailing an axe so near his feet.

“After all these years of competitions | still have nine toes,” he said, proudly wiggling the four
remaining toes on one of his bare feet. “But this is my only pair of boots and | can’t afford to
damage them.”

He bent at the waist and tore into the pine log between his feet. The log split beneath him well
before any others in the competition. Justo was seated, nine toes intact, and replacing his boots
before the runner-up broke through his log.

In the wine-drinking event, Justo was less impressive but in the ‘farmer’s walk’ contest he was
unmatched. This event tested strength and endurance as the competitors carried 50 kg weights
in each hand along a measured course until they dropped. For most competitors the collapse
followed a familiar pattern. On the second lap, the knees began to bend dramatically. On the
third, the shoulders pulled the spine into a dangerous curve and finally gravity yanked the
weights and the man to the turf.

Maria stood near the starting point when Justo was called. He grasped the weights, his face
straining as if he’d never get them off the ground. It was false drama for the benefit of the
audience because he easily hoisted them and marched without a struggle, his back rigid. Past
the marks where others had fallen in exhaustion, Justo nodded to the little ones who would
praise him to future generations.

“Doesn’t it hurt?” a young boy asked.

“Of course, how do you think my arms got so long?” Justo answered and at that moment he
straightened his arms against his sides, a move that caused the sleeves of his shirt to ride up,
making his arms appear to grow in length.

The boy gasped.

It so happened that just as Justo completed his walk, Maria discovered the need to visit friends
near the finishing line. And who could have imagined that just as Justo walked past, a friend
would say something so amusing that Maria unleashed her most feminine laugh which caused
Justo to turn in her direction? And because it was so amusing, it was natural that she would be
smiling her broadest smile when he looked her way.

Justo glanced at her and walked on.

This must be the most arrogant man in Guernica, she thought.

Behind the scenes, Maria quickly arranged to present the prize, a lamb, to the winner.
“Congratulations,” she said to Justo. She handed him the lamb and moved in for the ceremonial
kiss on his cheek.

“Thank you,” Justo said and announced to the crowd, “I am going to fill the valley with my flock
from winning these events.”

Justo waved and accepted congratulations as he walked through the crowd and Maria skirted
the gathering so that he would have to pass her again.

“Would you like to dance?” she asked.

Justo stopped. He looked at himself in his dirty overalls. He looked back at her.
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“Did somebody tell you to do this?” Justo asked.

“No, | just thought you might like to dance, if you're not too worn out from all the chopping and
lifting.” But they didn’t dance. They sat and talked. Her sisters watched them, and on the walk
home, they unanimously voted against her seeing this boy.

55 She agreed he was not the most handsome man. He was frighteningly powerful and, despite
his boasting in front of the crowd, he had been without confidence when they were alone.
“He’s homely,” a sister said.

“He has character,” Maria argued.
“He’s ugly,” a less generous sister offered.

60 “He has his own farm,” Maria’s mother commented from behind the group of girls and Maria
looked thoughtful.

Maria was almost twenty, the eldest in a family of six girls. Her father had injured both legs in
a fall at the farm, leaving him fixed to his wooden chair. Maria returned home in silence as her
sisters debated Justo’s many inadequacies.

65 Others interested in Maria presented flowers or sweets when they arrived at her home. Justo
arrived empty-handed but wearing his work clothes. He gave her mother a vigorous handshake,
patted the father on his shoulder and asked a question that instantly won over Mrs Onati and
the sisters.

“What can | do to help?”
70  “To help?” the mother asked.
“Help. Heavy lifting, woodcutting, repairs ... whatever is hardest for you ladies.”
Maria’s mother sat down and wrote out a list. Justo nodded.
“Come on, Maria, put your work clothes on and we’ll be done before dinner.”
After an afternoon of work, they sat together for a relaxed meal with everyone feeling as if Justo

75 was already part of the family. The sisters, who would not now have to repair the roof, agreed
that Justo was more appealing than they first thought. Not handsome, to be sure, but a good
catch. And looks? Well, they’re not everything.

A month later at the next fair, Maria stood in the front row as Justo went through his preparation
for the ‘farmer’s walk’. He set off along the path and then he took a sharp left turn and walked

80 directly towards Maria. He held both weights in his massive left hand and with his right hand
retrieved a gold ring from his trouser pocket.

“Will you marry me?” he asked the stunned Maria.
“Yes, of course.” They kissed. He readjusted the weights and went back to the competition.
As Justo walked, a man overseeing the event walked beside him.

85 “Justo, you went off the path, you're disqualified,” the judge said.

Justo continued past the mark of the winner, just to show he could have done it anyway, and
rejoined his future bride, apologising for not adding another lamb to their flock.

From ‘Guernica’ by Dave Boling

Read lines 35-64.

A2. What does Maria think and feel about Justo in these lines? How does the writer show her
thoughts and feelings? [10]
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A2

Maria herself finds the need to go to the finish line the way the writer does this
she uses coincidence to meet the two characters. She happens to find
something amusing and Justo just glances at her on the way past. She thinks
he is arrogant. When she presents him with a prize and kiss him on the cheek,
you get a sense of that she’s attracted to him now. Then it states she skirts
around to get another chance to see him. She asks for a dance but they end up
talking. She does want to see him but her sisters are against it. They discuss
Justo for a while longer.
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around to get another chance to see him. She asks for a dance but they end up stoc
talking. She does want to sgé him but her sisters are against it. They discuss 7
Justo for a while longer. u

’ sequencg?


Sticky Note
A few surface details. Focus on question slips. Simple comments (not always clear). Limited development. Tries "how" at one point but not clear. 

3 Marks.


A2

During these lines Maria thinks Justo is ‘the most arrogant’ due to him walking
away from her. However, Maria feels the need to visit friends near the finishing
line just so she could get closer to him.

Maria also feels the need to ‘skirt the gathering’ so that he would have to pass
her again. | believe Maria feels attracted to him and wants to pursue these

emotions.
Towards the end of this section, Maria thinks and feels that Justo is ‘not the

most handsome man’, even though he was ‘frighteningly powerful’.

When arguing with her sisters, Maria feels the need to argue her case when
they are putting down Justo. She thinks he has ‘character’ and then doesn’t
feel the need to fight back in her sisters’ never-ending conversation so on the
journey home, she remained in ‘silence’.
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During these lines Maria thinks Justo is ‘the most arn%gant’ due to him walking se 9 vence’
away from her. However, Maria feels the need to visit friends near the finishing
line just so she could get closer to him.“

Maria also feels the need to ‘skirt the gathering’ so that he would have to pass
her again. | believe Maria feels attigzted to him and wants to pursue these
emotions.

Towards the end 3f/this section, Maria thinks and feels that Justo is ‘not the
most handsome man’, even though he was ‘frighteningly powerful’. =

When arguing with her sisters, Maria feels the need to argue her case when
they are putting down Justo. She thinks he has fzh/aracter and then doesn’t
feel the need to fight back in her sisters’ never-endlng conversation so on the
journey home, she remained in ‘silence’.


Sticky Note
Some valid comments but uneasy sequence, quite a lot is missing here. No attempt to address "how".

5 Marks. 


A2

The writer shows us that Maria is attracted to Justo by including a rhetorical
question ‘who could have imagined...” Maria feels that she wants Justo’s
attention as she goes to the finishing line to see him, under the guise of
wanting to visit her friends. She laughs her ‘most feminine laugh’ which she
thinks will attract Justo. Maria thinks Justo is very arrogant when he looks at
her and moves on. The writer shows Maria’s persistence when she hands him
the lamb and continues to follow him through the crowd. Maria thinks that
Justo is ‘not the most handsome man’. She also thinks he is strong. Maria
feels she must defend Justo against her sister’s criticisms. She feels dejected
when her sisters continue to criticise Justo.
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Sticky Note
Some valid thoughts / feelings (not closely tracked). Uses text (uneven), not really got writer's method. Some gaps (farm?).

5 Marks. 


A2

Maria is instantly attracted to Justo causing her to find an excuse to go ‘near
the finishing line’ to meet him. She wants to impress him and does so by
trying to capture his attention, ‘unleashed her most feminine laugh’.

The author uses rhetorical questions to demonstrate how Maria is unsure of
how Justo views her, ‘to turn in her direction?’ She is impressed by Justo and,
despite thinking him to be ‘arrogant’, she acts in a flirtatious manner to try and
make the attraction mutual.

Maria is eager to learn more about Justo to develop her attraction and the
author uses short sentences to show how everything appears to be happening
very quickly, ‘they sat and talked’. To Maria, Justo is a figure of strength,
causing her to be almost in awe of him, ‘frighteningly powerful’.

As they talk Maria sees a different side to Justo rather than his arrogance as
he was ‘without confidence when they were alone’.

The author demonstrates that Maria has fallen for him by having her stand up
for him when her family question his appearance. She insists he has
‘character’ and she stays silent as her sisters discuss his ‘many inadequacies’
on their way home.
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the finishing line’ to meet him. She wants to impress him and does so by
trying to capture his attentlon ‘unleashed her most feminine Iaugh’
The author uses rhetorical questions to demonstrate how Maria is unsure of
how Justo views her, ‘to turn in her direction?’ She is impressed by Justo and,
despite thinking him to be arrogant’ sﬁe actsina f||rtat|ous /manner to try and
make the attraction mutual. w\n,
Maria is eager to learn more about Justo to develop her attraction and the
author uses short sentences to show how everything appears to be happening
¢ very quickly, ‘they sat and talked’. To Maria, Justo is a figure of strength,
causing her to be almost in awe of him, ‘frighteningly powerful’. =
As they talk Maria sees a different side to Justo rather than his arrogance as
he was ‘without confidence when they were alone’. v~ QM /
The author demonstrates that Maria has fallen for him by having her stand upV yes
for him when her family question his appearance. She insists he has
‘character’ and she stays silent as her sisters discuss his ‘many inadequacies’
on their way home. a


Sticky Note
Selects appropriate material / mostly good on thoughts and feelings. Some insight. Tries to explore "how" but mixed success, use of text not always elegant. 

8 Marks. 


A2

| believe that Maria likes Justo which the writer shows through the use of a
rhetorical question ‘..her most feminine laugh which caused Justo to turn in
her direction?’ This suggests that Maria is trying to get his attention by
‘unleashing’ her most feminine laugh in an attempt to distract him. The use of
the superlative ‘most desirable laugh’ conveys her attempt to make herself
look desirable to him.

However, Maria then believes he’s ‘the most arrogant man in Guernica’ after he
ignores her and just ‘glanced at her and walked on’. The use of ‘glanced’
suggests that he has no interest in Maria and justifies her annoyance.

| believe that Maria is attracted to Justo as she ‘quickly arranged to present the
prize’. The use of ‘quickly’ conveys her fear that other girls may be advancing
on Justo. It also suggests her eagerness to reward him with the lamb and the
‘ceremonial kiss.’

Maria seems extremely eager to dance with Justo, despite his dirty overalls,
which implies the deep fondness she has for him. However, her fear of
rejection is obvious as she states ‘if you’re not too worn out from all the
chopping and lifting’. The writer suggests her excited thoughts as she ‘skirted’
the gathering so that he would have to pass her again.

Maria is extremely protective over Justo as she defends him from her sisters.
‘He has character’, she argued. In addition, she returned home in silence as
her sisters debated Justo’s ‘many inadequacies’ which suggests how upset
she was with her family.
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‘unleashing’ her most feminine laugh in an attempt to distract him. The use of

the superlative ‘most desirable laugh’ conveys her attempt to make herself .—

look desirable to him. ~ Tiymng fo gelaf “how™

However, Maria then believes he’s ‘the most arrogant'man in Guernica’ after he

ignores her and just ‘glanced at her and walked on’. The use of ‘glanced’

suggests that he has no interest in Maria and justifies her annoyance. v’

| belie\/é that Maria is attracted to Justo as she ‘quickly arranged to present the

prize’’ The use of ‘quickly’ conveys her fear that other girls may be advancing €vidence ?

on Justo. It also suggests her eagerness to reward him with the lamb and the

‘ceremonial kiss.” -~ ;

Maria seems extremely eager to d/ahce with Justo, despite his dirty overalls,

which implies the deep fondness she has for him. However, her fear of .

72 rejection is obvious as she states ‘if you’re not too worn out from all the misf{ead

* chopping and lifting’. M her excited thoughts as she ‘skirted’

the gathering so that he would have to pass her again. “~

Maria is extremely pro‘tgcfive over Justo as she defends him from her sisters.

‘He has c‘pa'racter’, she argued. In addition, she returned home in silence as
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Sticky Note
Appropriate selection, uneven but mostly good on thoughts and feelings. Tracks the text. Tries to explore language / authorial method (mixed success).

8 Marks. 


A2

Dave Boling shows that Maria feels attracted to Justo in these lines. He implies
that Maria thinks that he is an attractive person and would like to get to know
him. Boling uses a slightly humorous tone to show Maria’s thoughts and
feelings when he states that ‘it so happened’ that at the end of Justo’s walk,
Maria ‘discovered the need’ to visit her friends at the finish line. The writer
continues this with sarcasm as he says ‘who could have imagined’ that just as
Justo walked past Maria ‘unleashed her most feminine laugh’. This indicates
that Maria feels the need to grab Justo’s attention and wants to start a
conversation. It seems that Maria feels drawn to Justo and she wants to attract
him with her looks as she smiles her ‘broadest smile.’

However, Boling shows a change in her feelings towards Justo as he tells us
that she thought he must be the ‘most arrogant man in Guernica’. It is
apparent that Maria thinks Justo is not friendly and is big-headed. This also
suggests she feels offended and disappointed. However, Boling shows us that
Maria is not ready to give up on Justo yet and still wants to get to know him.
This is shown when she ‘moves in’ for the ‘kiss on the cheek’ which implies
she feels romantically attracted to him. Furthermore, she tries to get his
attention by standing where he must pass her again. Maria is desperate to
attract his attention and becomes more forward when she asks him to dance.
Maria agrees with her sisters that he is ‘not the most handsome man’ which
suggests she feels he has an attractive personality or she cannot explain why
she was attracted to him. She thinks he is ‘frighteningly powerful’ but she feels
there is more to Justo’s boasting as he was ‘without confidence’ when they
were talking alone. Boling then implies that Maria is not influenced by her
sisters as she argues that he has ‘character’.
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Maria agrees with her sisters that he is ‘not the most handsome man’ which
suggests she feels he has an attractive personality‘or she cannot explain why
she was attracté/d to him. She thinks he is ‘frightgningly powerful’ but she feels
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Sticky Note
Detailed, methodical and perceptive. Does not miss much (the farm?). Addresses authorial method (sees ironic tone). A brilliant response. 

10 Marks. 
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SECTION A: 30 marks
Read carefully the passage below. Then answer all the questions which follow.

This passage is about Justo Ansotegui. He is a young man of eighteen who has inherited his
family farm near the town of Guernica in Spain.

Justo Ansotegui’s reputation rose uphill to the village of Lumo. There Maria Onati heard that he
was a defender of causes and a wit, although some suggested he was too eager to create his
own mythology. Most often she’d heard that he was the one to watch during the strength events
on feast days. One friend claimed that he had carried an ox into town across his shoulder and
celebrated the feat by throwing the beast across the river.

“Yes,” said Justo when asked about the story. “But it was only a small ox and downhill most of
the way into town. And the wind was with me when | threw it.”

Maria came to dance at one of the festivals with her sisters. She also decided to watch the
men’s competitions, which she usually avoided.

Justo, the largest man standing beside a log at the start of the wood-chopping event, joked with
the crowd as he removed his boots and grey socks. Going barefoot seemed foolhardy to Maria
for one who would be flailing an axe so near his feet.

“After all these years of competitions | still have nine toes,” he said, proudly wiggling the four
remaining toes on one of his bare feet. “But this is my only pair of boots and | can’t afford to
damage them.”

He bent at the waist and tore into the pine log between his feet. The log split beneath him well
before any others in the competition. Justo was seated, nine toes intact, and replacing his boots
before the runner-up broke through his log.

In the wine-drinking event, Justo was less impressive but in the ‘farmer’s walk’ contest he was
unmatched. This event tested strength and endurance as the competitors carried 50 kg weights
in each hand along a measured course until they dropped. For most competitors the collapse
followed a familiar pattern. On the second lap, the knees began to bend dramatically. On the
third, the shoulders pulled the spine into a dangerous curve and finally gravity yanked the
weights and the man to the turf.

Maria stood near the starting point when Justo was called. He grasped the weights, his face
straining as if he’d never get them off the ground. It was false drama for the benefit of the
audience because he easily hoisted them and marched without a struggle, his back rigid. Past
the marks where others had fallen in exhaustion, Justo nodded to the little ones who would
praise him to future generations.

“Doesn’t it hurt?” a young boy asked.

“Of course, how do you think my arms got so long?” Justo answered and at that moment he
straightened his arms against his sides, a move that caused the sleeves of his shirt to ride up,
making his arms appear to grow in length.

The boy gasped.

It so happened that just as Justo completed his walk, Maria discovered the need to visit friends
near the finishing line. And who could have imagined that just as Justo walked past, a friend
would say something so amusing that Maria unleashed her most feminine laugh which caused
Justo to turn in her direction? And because it was so amusing, it was natural that she would be
smiling her broadest smile when he looked her way.

Justo glanced at her and walked on.

This must be the most arrogant man in Guernica, she thought.

Behind the scenes, Maria quickly arranged to present the prize, a lamb, to the winner.
“Congratulations,” she said to Justo. She handed him the lamb and moved in for the ceremonial
kiss on his cheek.

“Thank you,” Justo said and announced to the crowd, “I am going to fill the valley with my flock
from winning these events.”

Justo waved and accepted congratulations as he walked through the crowd and Maria skirted
the gathering so that he would have to pass her again.

“Would you like to dance?” she asked.

Justo stopped. He looked at himself in his dirty overalls. He looked back at her.
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“Did somebody tell you to do this?” Justo asked.

“No, | just thought you might like to dance, if you're not too worn out from all the chopping and
lifting.” But they didn’t dance. They sat and talked. Her sisters watched them, and on the walk
home, they unanimously voted against her seeing this boy.

She agreed he was not the most handsome man. He was frighteningly powerful and, despite
his boasting in front of the crowd, he had been without confidence when they were alone.
“He’s homely,” a sister said.

“He has character,” Maria argued.

“He’s ugly,” a less generous sister offered.

“He has his own farm,” Maria’s mother commented from behind the group of girls and Maria
looked thoughtful.

Maria was almost twenty, the eldest in a family of six girls. Her father had injured both legs in
a fall at the farm, leaving him fixed to his wooden chair. Maria returned home in silence as her
sisters debated Justo’s many inadequacies.

Others interested in Maria presented flowers or sweets when they arrived at her home. Justo
arrived empty-handed but wearing his work clothes. He gave her mother a vigorous handshake,
patted the father on his shoulder and asked a question that instantly won over Mrs Onati and
the sisters.

“What can | do to help?”

“To help?” the mother asked.

“Help. Heavy lifting, woodcutting, repairs ... whatever is hardest for you ladies.”

Maria’s mother sat down and wrote out a list. Justo nodded.

“Come on, Maria, put your work clothes on and we’ll be done before dinner.”

After an afternoon of work, they sat together for a relaxed meal with everyone feeling as if Justo
was already part of the family. The sisters, who would not now have to repair the roof, agreed
that Justo was more appealing than they first thought. Not handsome, to be sure, but a good
catch. And looks? Well, they’re not everything.

A month later at the next fair, Maria stood in the front row as Justo went through his preparation
for the ‘farmer’s walk’. He set off along the path and then he took a sharp left turn and walked
directly towards Maria. He held both weights in his massive left hand and with his right hand
retrieved a gold ring from his trouser pocket.

“Will you marry me?” he asked the stunned Maria.

“Yes, of course.” They kissed. He readjusted the weights and went back to the competition.

As Justo walked, a man overseeing the event walked beside him.

“‘Justo, you went off the path, you're disqualified,” the judge said.

Justo continued past the mark of the winner, just to show he could have done it anyway, and
rejoined his future bride, apologising for not adding another lamb to their flock.

From ‘Guernica’ by Dave Boling

Read lines 65-87.

A3. What happens in these lines? How do you react to what happens? [10]
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Other people arrive at Maria’s residence which makes me think she is fairly
popular among the men of the town. Justo arrives wearing his work clothes
and greets Maria’s family kindly which makes me feel he is a very kind man. |
feel that Justo is being very generous when he offers to help the family. | think
Maria’s sisters are being hypocritical when they think he is appealing because
they only really like him now he’s done their repairs.

| think that Justo’s method of proposal was fairly extravagant as he was
disqualified from the race just to propose to Maria. | don't think the
engagement was shocking, as it was fairly obvious to see it coming. | think
that Justo would be a good husband to Maria and will keep the family happy.
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Other people arrive at Maria’s residence which makes me think she is fairly
popular among the men of the town. Justo arrives wearing his work clothes ,/
and greets Maria’'s family kindly which makes me feel he is a very kind man. |

feel that Justo is being very generous when he offers to help the family. | think
Maria’'s sisters are being hypocritical when they think he is appealing because
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| think that Justo's method of proposal was fairly extravagant as he was
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Sticky Note
Limited outline of story. Simple personal response. Not detailed or well-supported. 

4 Marks.


A3

In these lines Justo meets Maria’'s parents and sisters. He offers to help with
the house which Maria’s mother appreciates. Then it skips to a month later
when Justo proposes to Maria at a fair similar to when he met her.

Justo obviously likes to please people. When he asks Maria’s mother if he can
help she is clearly shocked but very happy that he is helpful. This shows us
that Justo and Maria’s family would get along well. This is also shown when
they have a meal. Everyone is relaxed and it seems that Justo was already part
of the family. | find this surprising but it obviously shows that Justo and Maria
suit each other very well.

When Justo and Maria visit a fair a month later, Justo is in the middle of the
farmer’s walk when he retrieves a gold ring from his pocket and proposes to
Maria. This is significant as Maria and Justo met at a fair very similar to this
one.

Although he is disqualified for going off the path, he completes the walk and
goes further than the winner just to show he could. This shows us that he is
determined to prove he can do things.
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Sticky Note
Simple outline of events but clear limited personal response. 

5 Marks. 


A3

In these lines Maria and her family arrive home to find Justo ‘empty handed but
in ‘his work clothes. After greeting Maria’'s family he offers to complete any jobs
that need to be done which would have been appreciated due to the fathers
injuries. Maria’s mother is shocked by this and replies ‘to help? He then lists his
talent and accepts ‘the list of jobs to do from the mother with a simple nod.
During the afternoon Justo starts to fit in with the family. We are then told that
the sisters’ view of Justo changes for the better once he has completed the
tasks.

The extract then fast forwards to a month later when another fair is taking
place. When Justo is taking part in the weights competition, he retrieves a gold
ring from his trousers. He asks Maria to marry him and she accepts with joy.
However, Justo gets disqualified for going off the path and the extract closes
with Justo apologising for ‘not adding another lamb to their flock.

In this section, my opinion of Justo changes. | believe him to be a kind
gentleman when offering his help to the family. | also believe he is a genuine
person as he was in no rush to complete the jobs and instead carried on after
an afternoon’s work.

When Justo proposed to Maria | immediately thought it was too soon as they
had only been together a month but | realised that it must have been love at
first sight so | was happy with that thought.
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the sisters’ view of Justo changes for the better once he has completed the
tasks. v (esponse ?
The extract then fast forwards to a month later when another fair is taking
place. When Justo is taking part in the weights con/'(petition, he retrieves a gold
ring from his trousers. He asks Maria to marry hisyfand she accepts with joy.
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Sticky Note
Some uneasy moments but a basic understanding of the story. Some personal response. 

5 Marks. 


A3

Justo arrived at Maria’s home ‘empty-handed while others presented gifts. To
make amends, he asked ‘What can | do to help? Judging by this act of
kindness, | feel that Justo is a humble man but could be trying to impress the
Onati family.

Justo helps out by doing the manual, heavy work with Maria. It was as if he
was already ‘part of the family with this kind gesture, and even won over Maria's
sisters as they now ‘didn't have to repair the roof. It seems here that the Onati
family are very welcoming and that Justo is a very likeable character who wins
over many with his positive attitude.

A month later at the next fair Justo asked Maria to marry him and without
hesitation she agreed. Justo is disqualified from the competition but does not
care; the thing of most importance to him now is Maria, not the competition as
he rejoined ‘his future bride. This is more evidence to me that Justo is a
humble, loving and kind man whose love for Maria is greater than the
competition which he used to find so important.
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Sticky Note
Clear understanding of the narrative. Personal response is valid and well-considered. Reacts to the characters.

8 Marks. 


A3

Justo visits Maria’s family in a manner which is not the stereotypical way in
which a man tries to impress a future bride, ‘wearing his work clothes’. Instead
of trying to focus primarily on Maria, Justo wants to make a good impression
on her family, What can | do to help? This made me change my opinion of him
and believe him to be a generous and rather thoughtful person. | feel that he
was welcomed by the family because they saw these qualities in him, ‘already
part of the family. '

At the next fair, Maria was at the front row which shows how they have grown
close and shows how keen she is to see him win the competition. However,
Justo decides to propose to Maria which leaves me feeling happy for the
couple. It also surprised me because it is an unusual time to propose to your
wife.

The proposal is done in a flamboyant manner, which is true to his character,
holding the weights in one hand and a gold ring in the other, leaving Maria
stunned. This shows me that he is still himself and hasn't changed his
confident personality when trying to win Maria’s heart.

Even after Maria agrees, Justo went back to the competition which creates a
sense of admiration in my eyes as even after this he is still determined to win
the competition. This also makes me feel proud as he doesn’t want to let
people down.

Justo is disqualified but still carries on just to prove he could have done it,
which again shows his power.

He is humorous when he apologised for not winning the lamb and this makes
me even more pleased for them as he is clearly happy to be making jokes. He
has real devotion to their future together.
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people down. ©K v

Justo is disqualified but still car?es on just to prove he could have done it,

which again shows his power.

He is humorous when he a_pologised for not winning the lamb and this makes Posg.[, l7
me even more pleased for them as he is clearly happy to be making jokes. He

has real devotion to their future together. n


Sticky Note
Detailed, clear understanding of text. Use of quotation not always elegant, thoughtful personal response. Clearly engaged with the characters. 

9 Marks.


A3

At the beginning of these lines the writer shows Justo contrasts to how Maria
is usually treated by men. Justo ‘wears his work clothes’, showing his lack of
care for his appearance. Perhaps this shows he only has one set of clothes. He
gives Maria's mother a ‘vigorous handshake’ which shows he is not used to
meeting girls’ parents but he is polite, asking if he can help.

As the passage progresses, Justo shows that he is prepared to do the ‘hardest
chores. He tells Maria to put her work clothes on. The atmosphere is relaxed
as they eat and the sisters are relieved of fixing the roof because of Justo. It is
mentioned again that Justo is ‘not handsome’ but now the sisters have changed
their mind and are of the opinion that looks are not everything'.

A month later at the fair Justo suddenly proposes to Maria, showing her a gold
ring. Their romance is revealed when she accepts and they kiss. Justo is not
concerned that he is disqualified but he apologises for not adding another
lamb to their flock.

To begin with, | find it humorous that Justo appears in his work clothes and
this is reinforced when he ‘instantly wins over Maria’s mother by offering to
help. | felt that Justo was polite and thoughtful to offer to help and it was better
than presents. It was also humorous to see the sisters change their minds
about ‘ugly Justo and it was good to see that he was accepted into the family.

| was surprised when he proposed as it was only after a month but it was a
relief when Maria accepted him and they kissed. | was upset that he was
disqualified and did not win the lamb but when Justo did not seem to mind, |
think it finished the passage on a happy note. Maria obviously meant more to
him than winning the competition.
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| was surprise when he proposed as it was only after a month but itwas a

relief when Maria accepted him d they kissed. | wa§/(pset that he was
disqualified and did not win the lamb but when Justo did not seem to mind, |
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Sticky Note
Detailed / clear understanding of the narrative. Personal response is thoughtful and well-considered. 

10 Marks. 


SECTION B: 30 marks

In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.

Half of the marks are awarded for content and organisation; half of the marks are awarded for

sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.

You should aim to write about 500-600 words.

Choose one of the following titles for your writing. [30]

Either, (a) ]\c/Vrite a story which ends: ... sometimes you have to be careful what you wish
or.

Or, (b) A New Beginning.

Or, (c) Write about an occasion when you had to visit relatives.

Or, (d)  Write a story which begins: | wish | had never agreed to this but it was too late to
go back now.

Or, (e) A Memorable Journey.

The space below can be used to plan your work.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (4941-02)



| usually wake around 9.30 am to the smell of burnt bacon but for some reason
there was no smell. Well apart from the mouldy tile on the ceiling which looked
as though it had a living creature inside of it. Something felt different, today
felt different.

As | sat up on the hospital bed | hung my legs off the side to search for my
slippers that old Maggie had made me, accept all | could feel was an unheated
tile on my soft, delicate toes. My slippers had gone. But where? At that
moment | realised that | could hear something, something unusual. Silence.

| had the hospital room which allowed me to see into the reception corridoor.
Usually at this of day the corridoor was full of family members questioning
why their cousin, daughter or son was in this place. Nobody wanted to be in
this place. Not even the sane. So many times | wished | could escape or just
run, and run, and keep on running, but somehow it never worked.

| moved along to the lounge. This was my faviroite place because it was so
peaceful. No one would dare venture out of their rooms to even come in here,
Well, apart from me of course.

Something was different about the lounge. Something had changed. The walls
were a discoloured yellow now like an old photograph that had been left out in
the sun for too long. This room normally gave me a sense of security and
safety, But today all this room gave me was a sense of danger and emptyness.
| thought maybe if | went to the phsycologists room, he could give me some
answers. His mustard coloured door with the sign saying ‘Knock if sane’ was
no longer. All that stood before me was an old rusty doorway with an empty
room. | felt unsafe. Number 2 of the rules to recovery stated you had to feel
safe. | needed to go somewhere safe. Was it the fact | was no longer in
control? Or the fact that | had no idea what was happening.

As | looked around to help me gain my familiar state of mind, | saw a shadow.
fve seen many shadows, but this one was different, this one was leading me
somewhere. Maybe it was an answer to my wish. Should | stay and hope that
everyone comes back? Or do | leave and take my chance at freedome. Would
this one decision of mine risk everyone elses lives? Yes.

After all the shadows always told me ‘sometimes you have to be careful what
you wish for.

442 words
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442 words


Sticky Note
The narrative voice is convincingly sustained. Organised and sequenced. Intriguing, although there are unanswered questions. Mostly clear and controlled. Some errors

9 +  8 = 17 Marks


A New Beginning

The car door flew open as miniscule droplets of rain thudded against the cold
concrete pavement in their thousands, before being coxed away by the
gutters, into the black abyss of drainage networks below the surface.

The car was a bedraggled Vauxhall, parked outside the local HSBC bank in
Hereford, England. Out of the car stepped the driver. The unlucky bank worker
who had the honours of getting up at six in the morning in foul weather, to
open up the bank for yet another mundane, monotonous day of counting
coins, stamping cheque books and pushing a pen around.

As he shut the door, he brought his briefcase to his head, shielding his hair as
if it were sacred. He also brought his coffee, concealed in a polystyrene cup,
close to his chest, clutching it like a child. In one swift movement, he turned
on his heels and darted towards the glass doors of the bank.

The man was thirty six year old Tom Morris. He got the job in the bank at the
age of twenty three. He dropped out of university the year before that, and
intended for his job to only be temporary, whilst he searched his options to
make something of his life. However, thirteen years later, he was still there but
still craving that new beginning. He was average height, lean with dark hair
combed over, a five oclock shadow and wide brown eyes. His facial feautures
were sharp and defined, rather the opposite to his lazy and too laidback
personality.

As Tom finished opening up, his gaze fluttered across the dreary landscape
outside dully and dreary, a multitude of different shades of blacks and greys.
However, as his gaze drifted across the outset, his eye caught sight of
something that startled him slightly. A magpie perched high on a lampost.
Whafs a bird doing out in this weather, he wondered as he saluted the
infamous bird before reciting the old superstition in his head. ‘One for sorrow...
It was half an hour before the buzzer sounded, indicating a customer had
entered. As he looked up, following the silky trickle of steam from his coffee,
what he saw froze him to the bone.

Two black silhouettes slid quickly through the door. The first man bolted the
door, whilst the second man marched straight towards the cashier boothes.
Straight towards Tom. Tom’s body shook violently with fear, as his trembling
searched for the silent alarm under the desk he was sat at.

The first man was brandishing a semi-automatic pistol. The man in black
raised the gun to the now hysterical Tom Morris. The man pressed the gun to
his head. Tom felt the cold steel against his forehead. Thoughts flashed
through his mind, one of which was his lack of achievement in life, he was
going to die as a nobody, at least this would be a new beginning?

Suddenly his mind flashed back to reality as his fumbling hand came into
contact with the silent alarm under the desk. His arms felt to weak to push it,
he gathered all of his remaining strength and pressed hard. It was done. The
police were alerted and would be no more than fourty five seconds. But



unfortunately for Tom, he didn't have fourty five seconds. The masked invader
shouted at Tom in a foreign tongue before pulling the trigger, sending a
shockwave through Tom's body for a millisecond. Then nothing. Tom's corpse
hung limp in his chair, a stream of blood trickling from his pale, cold forehead.
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unfortunately for Tom, he didn't have fourty five seconds. The masked invader / i
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Sticky Note
The narrative seems rather an uncomfortable fit to the title but an effort is made to force it!. On Its own terms it has shape and detail. Holds the readers interest. Some good vocabulary. Clear and fluent with a sprinkling of technical errors. Generally in control. 

10 + 10 = 20 Marks


Mum, why do we have to move again? This was the third new school | had
attended in five years and being the new girl was a difficult process for me.
The feelings of loneliness and isolation overwhelmed me and the fear and
trepidation haunted me.

As | walked to school that first day everything felt alien to me and once again |
was the stranger, the one to be stared at, the one to be judged. In stark
contrast to my previous schools, the buildings were harsh, disheveled and in
severe need of reconstruction. All so different from the lovely stone walls,
manicured gardens and pristine corridors | had become accustomed to.

Even the smell as | entered was unappealing and the bell, denoting the first
lesson, was intimidating and menacing. As | navigated my way to the first
lesson, the only avaliable seat was next to a sinister looking girl covered in
makeup and facial piercings.

| introduced myself in a shakey voice, feeling quite threatened by her strange
apperance. She simply snarled at me then laughed with complete comtempt. |
could feel my face turning a bright shade of pink.

fm Channay. What on earth are you wearing? You look like a nun! she replied. |
could hear stifled laughter around the room, but | was rescued when the
teacher entered the classroom. For the next hour | was lost in a logical world
of equations and algebra.

At the end of the lesson, Channay said accusingly, ‘You won't make any friends
if you continue to show off like that. This was the last thing | needed, | merely
wanted to be liked. It was quite obvious that Channay was the most popular
girl in the class and | immediately decided that | was going to be her friend.
For the rest of the day, Channay introduced me to all the cool kids and made
me feel so good about myself. The feeling of being accepted was immense.

It was at that point that Channay dropped the bombshell.

1f you want to be in our group, you have to complete a challenge.

My heart sank.

Yes, of course. What do you want me to do?

Tomorrow we are going into town and you have to steal a ring from a boutique.
| had never before done anything like this and the feeling of apprehension
overwhelmed me as the fateful deed came closer. | had to complete the
challenge or | would be an outsider and | would never be accepted. This was
my only chance.

Channay and her friends peered into the window of the boutique and | quickly
grabbed a silver ring and innocently put in my bag. | felt invincible as the rush
of adrenaline hit me. | slowly walked out of the shop but the alarm went off and
a security guard viciously grabbed my arm.

The feeling of pride was transformed into shame and humiliation.

fm sorry, | cried with tears bursting from my eyes.

Donit apologise to me; the security guard replied. The police will deal with this’
Suddenly | could hear the sirens coming closer and closer and the gravity of
the situation became apparent.
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Sticky Note
Coherent / has pace and detail. Good vocabulary used appropriately. Fluent and generally well-controlled. A few spelling mistakes. 

13 + 12 = 25 Marks 


A New Beginning

BEEP, BEEP, BEEP resonates in my ears as | observe a mountain range of
ECG line-peaks. As | stare into Chloe’s eyes as labour progresses, | see
feelings of pain and anguish, but as | look deeper | see feelings of expectancy
and joy for what is to come.

With an owl-like glance, | rotate my head from side to side to take in a
panoramic view of the hospital room. Mum, dad, brother and sister and in-laws
try to make conversation as if to mask their nerves for the performance
occurring before their eyes. Doctors and nurses frequently check their
watches, look to the ECG monitor and give each other routine nods. The
brushing of their shoulders produces a buzz-like sound throughout the room.
As observations slot through my mind like a 1920s picture-board movie, | feel
Chloe tighten her grip of my right hand which sparks a flashback to where it all
began.

A summer evening, post university exams, our first ‘date’. As we strolled
shoulder-to-shoulder past six-foot high grass, she nudged closer and grasped
my hand. This action was a sign that possibly our friendship was deeper than
just training partners, to which my spirits were lifted. As | reminised on that
summer evening, | remembered us watching the boats float by. As the sound
of their horns echoed in my mind, they seemed to heighten in pitch and then i
found myself before the resounding ECG beeps again.

Within seconds, Chloe began to produce a circulation-stopping clench on my
hand, which was followed by an ear-deafening scream. Like meerkats lifting
their heads, everyone in the room seemed to sharpen their attention to the
‘main evenf. As Chloe’s breaths became deeper, so the instructions from the
nurse became louder. Towels now began to arrive through the doors via
smiling nurses. The incubation box was plugged into electrical mains and its
lights were glowing in the corner of the room next to the ‘gallery’ window'. At
this point, my knowledge seemed inadequate but my physical support and
presence a privilege. | mumbled words of encouragement as | knew | could
empathise with the birth Chloe was enduring. As emotions flew through my
mind, and | tried to process them, my body began to feel more and more
fatigued. Yet | knew the soon arrival would produce an energy that | could not
imagine

One last squeeze, you're about there, bellowed the nurse.

And so the expectant mother, Chloe, squeezed. ‘Swoosh'’. Our baby girl entered
the world. Her name? Faith. To symbolise that she was only made possible by
our trust in each other. This was a new chapter for us. But more so, a new life,
a new beginning.

451 words
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451 words


Sticky Note
Ambitious and sophisticated. Clever structure. Fluent expression. Tense shift?

14 + 14 = 28 Marks
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Al

Section A (30 marks)
Read lines 1-34.

What do you learn about Justo in these lines?

Write about:
e facts and details about him;
e thekind of person he is. [10]

0 marks: nothing worthy of credit.

Give 1 mark to those who make unsupported assertions or simple comments with occasional
reference to the text, or copy unselectively. These answers will struggle to engage with the
text and/or question.

Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who make simple comments based on surface
features of the text. These answers may tend to be thin/unselective in their choice of textual
material or limited in inference.

Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who select appropriate detail from the text to
show understanding of the character. These answers should show cohesion and be making
valid inferences.

Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who explore appropriate detail from the text
with depth and insight. These answers should be thorough as well as perceptive, covering a
range of points accurately and with an assured grasp of character. Inferences should be
thoughtful and assured.

Some points showing evidence of understanding and selecting:

e his ‘reputation’ has spread to other villages

e people say he is ‘a defender of causes’ (he can stick up for himself, or others)
he is also ‘a wit’

perhaps ‘too eager’ to create his own ‘mythology’

he is ‘one to watch’ in the strength events

he is clearly very strong (whether or not the ox story is true)

he jokes about the ‘ox story’

he is the largest man in the competition

he goes barefoot in the wood chopping because he only has one pair of boots
he has lost a toe

he can’t afford new boots

he is much better than anyone else at the wood-chopping

he is less impressive at wine drinking

he is formidably strong in the ‘farmer’s walk’

he plays out a ‘false drama’ for the crowd

he acknowledges his admirers

he jokes with the children

Overview:

well known

he is immensely strong

he has a sense of humour/a practical joker

humble / modest (false?)

he is perhaps rather proud of himself/likes to be the centre of attention
a bit of a ‘show-off’

he is not wealthy

fearless

relates well to people

This is not a checklist of indicative content and the question must be marked in levels of
response. Look for and reward valid alternatives.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Read lines 35-64.

A2. What does Maria think and feel about Justo in these lines? How does the writer
show her thoughts and feelings? [10]

0 marks: nothing worthy of credit.

Give 1 mark to those who make simple comments with occasional reference to the text,
or copy unselectively. These answers will struggle to engage with the text and/or the
guestion.

Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who make simple comments based on
surface features of the text, and/or show limited development. These answers may be
thin or tending to be unselective in their choice of textual material, or use
unsupported/inappropriate spotting of devices. Better answers will make at least some
attempt to address the issue of ‘how’.

Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who make valid comments based on an
appropriate selection of textual material. These answers will probably rely on spotting
factual content. Better answers may show some awareness of the issue of ‘how’, even if
they do rely on some narrative or spotting of key quotations.

Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who select and explore appropriate
material from the text, showing insight into the author’'s method and use of language.
These answers should have clarity and coherence and should show insight.

Some points candidates may explore:

e sheis interested in/attracted to him

o she ‘engineers’ several situations to meet him/she uses her ‘feminine tricks’ to
attract his attention

¢ she ‘discovers’ a need to visit friends near the finishing line

¢ she unleashes her most feminine laughter just as he walks past

e she smiles her broadest smile just as he looks her way

o when he almost ignores her, she thinks Justo is ‘the most arrogant man in
Guernica’

e she feels even more determined to attract his attention

o she works behind the scenes to present the prize to him

e she ‘moves in’ for a ceremonial kiss

¢ she deliberately skirts the crowd so that he will have to pass her again

e she asks him to dance (she takes the initiative)

e she agrees heis not handsome

¢ she thinks he is ‘frighteningly powerful’

o she thinks he is boastful but ‘without confidence’ with girls

e she s still interested in him

o she defends him against the criticisms of her sisters (he has character)

o sheis thoughtful when her mother observes that Justo has his own farm

o the writer points out that she has incentives to marry (she is the eldest of six girls/her
father is ‘fixed to his wooden chair’ by an injury)

e sheis silent as her sisters discuss Justo’s many ‘inadequacies’

[¢ the writer uses Maria’s actions

e and her thoughts and dialogue

e thereis interaction with Justo

e but also with her sisters and mother

e ironic, knowing tone (it so happened/who could have imagined)

e language choices (moved in/funleashed)

This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look for
and reward valid alternatives.
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Read lines 65-87.

A3.  What happens in these lines? How do you react to what happens? [10]

0 marks: nothing worthy of credit.

Give 1 mark to those who make simple comments with occasional reference to the
text, or copy unselectively.

Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who make simple comments based on
surface features of the text, and/or just tell the story, with varying degrees of detail
and accuracy.

Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who select and begin to comment on
appropriate material from the text. These answers should show clear understanding
of ‘what happens’ and at least begin to engage with the issue of personal response.

Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who show clear, detailed
understanding of the text. They should also make a well-considered personal
response.

What happens?

e Justo visits Maria’s home

he brings no presents but he is wearing his work clothes

he greets the parents (perhaps rather comically?)

he asks what he can do to help (which instantly wins over Mrs Onati and the sisters)
he offers to do work they find hard

he is very formal and polite

he tells Maria to help (he doesn’t ask her!)

they eat a relaxed meal after work and Justo is now part of the family
the sisters have changed their mind about him

a month later Maria is in the front row at another fair watching Justo

he leaves the contest and walks over to Maria

he holds both weights in one hand and takes a gold ring from his pocket
he asks the ‘stunned’ Maria to marry him

she accepts and they kiss

he goes back to the contest but is disqualified

he shows he could win anyway

he apologises to Maria for not winning another lamb.

[ o o o o o o o\f0 ¢ 0o ¢ o o o o o

Personal Response?

at first he seems unromantic and awkward

his offer to do the hardest work is likely to win approval/respect

he takes Maria’s help for granted/tells her what to do

the way the sisters change their tune is amusing but also fair enough
it is perhaps a surprise when he leaves the ‘farmer’s walk’ to propose
he is rather blunt

his disqualification is an outrage

it is good when he shows that he could have won

it is quite charming when he apologises

he is a big, rough lad but quite sensitive in his way

This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look for
and reward valid alternatives.
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Section B (30 marks)

The following descriptors have to be applied using the notion of 'best-fit' and there is no
intention to create a hierarchy of writing styles or content. The band descriptor that most
closely describes the quality of the work should be selected:

¢ where the candidate's work convincingly meets the statement, the highest mark
should be awarded;

o where the candidate's work adequately meets the statement, the most appropriate
mark in the middle range should be awarded;

¢ where the candidate's work just meets the statement, the lowest mark should be
awarded.

Examiners should use the full range of marks available to them and award full marks in any
band for work that meets that descriptor. The marks on either side of the middle mark(s) for
'‘adequately met' should be used where the standard is lower or higher than 'adequate' but
not the highest or lowest mark in the band.

Marking should be positive, rewarding achievement rather than penalising failure or
omissions. The awarding of marks must be directly related to the marking criteria.

The candidates themselves set the level of difficulty in terms of the choice of content, form
and structure as well as in use of language. Successful execution must be considered in
relation to ambition; individual interpretations should be judged on their writing merits.

We cannot be too rigid in our suggestions about the length of answers, but responses which
are very short will be self-penalising. Be prepared for the unexpected approach.

The total mark for Section B (/30) will be given by awarding two marks:
e content and organisation (15 marks);
e sentence structure, punctuation and spelling. (15 marks)

It is presumed that candidates attaining Band 2 and above will have achieved the
criteria listed in the previous band(s). Fine tuning of the mark within a band will be
made on the basis of a 'best fit' procedure, weaknesses in some areas being
compensated for by strengths in others.
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Choice of narrative writing task — see question paper [30]

Content and organisation (15 marks)

0 marks: nothing worthy of credit

Band 1 1-3 marks

basic sense of plot and characterisation

simple chronological writing predominates

narratives may have a beginning and an ending but content is likely to be undeveloped
paragraphs may be used to show obvious divisions and to group ideas into some order
and sequence

limited range of vocabulary is used with little variation of word choice for meaning or
effect

Band 2 4-7 marks

some control of plot and characterisation (e.g. perspective is maintained)
narrative is beginning to show evidence of some conscious construction (e.g. some
appropriate use of dialogue; topic sentences are supported by relevant detail)

e thereis an appropriate beginning and an apt conclusion

e narrative is developed to engage the reader's interest

e paragraphs are logically ordered and sequenced

o thereis some range of vocabulary, occasionally selected to create effect or to convey

precise meaning

Band 3 8-11 marks

e overall the writing is controlled and coherent

e plot and characterisation are convincingly sustained (e.g. dialogue helps to develop

character)

e narrative is organised and sequenced purposefully

e narrative has shape, pace and detail, engaging the reader's interest

e detailed content is well organised within and between paragraphs

e paragraphs of varied length are linked by text connectives and progression is clear
e there is some use of devices to achieve particular effects

e thereis arange of vocabulary selected to create effect or to convey precise meaning
Band 4 12-15 marks

e the writing is developed with originality and imagination

e plot and characterisation are effectively constructed and sustained

e material is selected and prioritised to maintain interest

e narrative is purposefully organised and sequenced and well-paced

e paragraphs are effectively varied in length and structured to control detail and

progression

cohesion is reinforced by the use of text connectives and other linking devices
devices to achieve particular effects are used consciously and effectively

awide range of appropriate, ambitious vocabulary is used to create effect or convey
precise meaning
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Sentence structure, punctuation and spelling (15 marks)

0 marks: nothing worthy of credit

Band 1 1-3 marks

sentences are mostly simple or compound

compound sentences are linked or sequenced by conjunctions such as 'and’ or
'so
punctuation (full stops, commas, capital letters to demarcate sentences) is
attempted where appropriate and with some accuracy

the spelling of simple words is usually accurate

control of tense and agreement is uneven

1

Band 2 4-7 marks

sentences are varied and both compound and complex sentences are used

there is use of some subordination to achieve clarity and economy

some control of a range of punctuation, including the punctuation of direct speech
the spelling of simple and polysyllabic words is usually accurate

control of tense and agreement is generally secure

Band 3 8-11 marks

a range of grammatical structures is used to vary the length and focus of
sentences

simple, compound and complex sentences are used to achieve particular effects
a range of punctuation is used accurately to structure sentences and texts,
sometimes to create deliberate effects, including parenthetic commas

most spelling, including that of irregular words, is usually correct

control of tense and agreement is secure

Band 4 12-15 marks

there is appropriate and effective variation of sentence structures

there is a sophisticated use of simple, compound and complex sentences to
achieve particular effects

accurate punctuation is used to vary pace, clarify meaning, avoid ambiguity and
create deliberate effects

virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular words, is correct

tense changes are used confidently and purposefully

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

19





Additional task-specific guidance

Good answers may include some of the following features:

a clear and coherent perspective (first or third person)

a logical structure

an evident sense of cohesion with material linked effectively

a range of appropriate and well-selected details

close and well-selected observation of characters, their appearance and behaviour
and the interaction between them

close observation of body language and the emotions of characters

skilful use of dialogue to establish atmosphere and a sense of character

some development of reflections on what is experienced or observed by the narrator
positioning and establishing a relationship with the reader via devices such as asides,
statements, questions, humour, active or passive voice

ability to move from the general to the particular, observing details precisely and
individually (such as facial expressions or physical objects)

expression is clear and controlled (the best answers will show ambition and
sophistication in expression as well as accuracy)

Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features:

content is thin and/or brief (lacking substance and convincing development)
uncertain sense of perspective

less secure sense of structure and uncertain or even random sequencing (for
example, an uneasy sense of chronology)

a tendency for details to be handled in isolation with limited sense of linking or
cohesion

physical details described in a generalised, formulaic manner with little development
general rather than specific description of characters and a tendency to use
unconvincing stereotypes

limited range of description (for example, no differentiation between people and
physical details)

limited or inappropriate use of dialogue

little reflection or development of what is observed

very limited awareness of the reader (for example, little use of devices such as
asides or questions)

a tendency for description to stay at the level of the general and lack close, individual
detail

expression lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward and limited)

errors are basic and/or numerous
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